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Dear Fifth Grade Families, 
 
We will miss your scholars yet encourage them to enjoy their summer break they deserve.  It has been an 
honor and a privilege to serve them and be a part of their lives.  We hope you take the time to rest, play, and 
rejuvenate during this summer.  While we all need a time of recreation, we will miss you and your scholars. 
Thank you for all the support and kindness you have extended us as expressed through warm conversations, 
support during quarter parties (we wished we could have gone to SeaWorld) and your generosity through the 
many gifts you gave us. 
 
Please enjoy this final packet.  This packet is an enrichment packet, it will not be turned in or graded; it is 
simply for your scholar’s enjoyment and benefit.  And yes, if there are any questions, do not hesitate to reach 
out to us. 
 
HAVE A BEAUTIFUL SUMMER! 

Kindly, 

Your 5th Grade Teachers 

 
 

Mr. Craig Cowley - 5A Lead craig.cowley@greatheartswesternhills.org 

Ms. Gabby Pedrotti - 5A AT gabriellina.pedrotti@greatheartswesternhills.org 

Mrs. Hannah Allen - 5B Lead hannah.allen@greatheartswesternhills.org 

Mr. Vinny Dorazio - 5B AT vinny.dorazio@greatheartswesternhills.org 
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Parent Packet 
5th Grade - Checklist 

Math  ❏ Independent Work ​or ​Parent Assisted:​ Read information and 
directions; video for assistance available, Fraction Review 

History  ❏ Independent Work ​or ​Parent Assisted: ​Complete Crossword, State 
Capitals  

Science  ❏ Independent Work ​or ​Parent Assisted: ​Complete Word Search, 
Photosynthesis Worksheet 

Literature  ❏ Independent Work:​ Student reads passage silently or aloud, 
Homophone Worksheet 
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Student Packet 
Math Enrichment Exercise 

Hello 5th grade! 
 

We are so proud of all of your hard work and dedication this year in 5th grade. The growth you 
have shown is tremendous. As we wrap up the school year we thought the best way for you to enrich 
your math schools this week would be to practice and memorize your multiplication facts. These facts 
have served you well in the past and becoming more fluent with them will continue to serve you in the 
future. So let’s get started on making some flash cards: 
 
Supplies:  

● 12 pieces of construction paper (if no construction paper use computer paper, if 
nothing else, lined paper will do) 

● Either markers, crayons, colored pencils, or some writing utensil 
● Scissors  

 
Directions: 
 

1. Using your chosen writing utensil take the first sheet of paper and divide it into 12 
equals parts like so: 

 
 

2. For each box, assign it a math fact without the answer: 

 
 

3. Cut out each math fact, and then write the answer on the back. Repeat this process for 
your 1’s - 12’s math facts.  

 
 

4. Practice your math facts! You can test yourself or play with a friend or parent. The more 
you play the better you will get and the easier math will be! 
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E.L.A.R. Enrichment Activity 

The Sun Dance 

We hope you enjoy this story. It is a great read aloud or is excellent to be read quietly. 

For Plains Indians, the Sun Dance is a way to ask for or repay a favor granted to them by one of the 
great forces, or gods. The Blackfoot Indians tell versions of the following story to explain the origin of 
the Dance. 

One summer night long ago, a young woman named Feather Woman left her hot, airless teepee to 
sleep in the sweet-smelling breeze of the plains, with no covering but the sky. She awoke just before 
dawn and saw the morning star rising. The star was beautiful and bright in the clear morning air, and 
the woman whispered, “I love the morning star, for he is more beautiful than any man.” Then she rose 
and thought no more about the morning star until several weeks later, when she was out walking and 
met a beautiful young man. His head was crowned with eagle feathers, and his hands and face  

glistened as though he had passed through a spider web. 

“Feather Woman”, the young man said, “I am Morning Star. One night in the summer I looked down 
and saw you lying in the grass. As I was looking down, you looked up and said you loved me. I knew 
then it was you I wanted as my wife. You must leave your people and come with me to my home in 
Star Country.” 

Feather Woman wanted to say goodbye to her family, but Morning Star said, “There must be no leave 
talking. Come at once.” So Feather Woman took his hand and stepped onto the silk gloss of a 
spiderweb.  Then the two of them flew into the sky as magically as the spider casts his silken threads. 

In Star Country, Feather Woman discovered a country much like her own. The prairie grasses sang in 
the wind, the star people stitched soft, white deerskins, and women spent their days digging for roots. 

Morning Star took Feather Woman to the teepee of his father and mother, Sun, and Moon.  Since it 
was daytime, Sun was out doing his work, but Moon was home and welcomed Feather Woman with 
smiles. When Sun returned in the evening, weary from his passage across the sky, he spoke to 
Feather Woman sternly, saying that if she wished to remain in Star Country she would have to learn 
the ways of his people and obey the rules. He said that Moon would teach her. 

Morning Star and Feather Woman were married and soon had a child, Star Boy. Whenever Morning 
Star went out to dig up roots with Moon and the other star women, she would bundle her child in soft 
clothes and carry him with her. 

Moon told Feather Woman, “You may dig up any roots that grow in the sky, but I warn you not to dig 
up the giant turnip.  If you do, unhappiness will follow”. 
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One afternoon, Feather Woman went digging for roots without Moon and came upon the giant turnip. 
and she began to try to dig up the giant turnip. She had made little progress, when two cranes 
alighted beside her. They cooed, “Can we help you? Our bills are sharp. We can unearth the root for 
you.” Not knowing that there was a terrible history between the cranes and the star people, Feather 
Woman consented. The cranes tore at the turnip’s roots, and finally uprooted the giant plant. 

Now, Moon had been very wise when she warned Feather Woman not to dig up the giant turnip, for 
the turnip, for the turnip plugged up the hole through which Morning Star had brought Feather Woman 
to the Star Country. Feather Woman peered down through the hole and saw the world below, the 
world which she had left behind. She saw her sisters running on the prairie and her father returning 
from a hunt, and she heard her mother singing. Suddenly she felt terribly homesick, and she began to 
weep, 

When Feather Woman returned home, Morning Star saw her face and knew at once what had 
happened. When Sun came home and learned what had happened, he was very angry. He 
announced, “She has disobeyed and must go back to her people – she and the child. There can be 

no sorrow in the Country of the Stars.” Morning Star and Moon begged Sun to allow Feather Woman 
and Star Boy to stay, but he refused to stay. 

That night, as members of Feather Woman’s old family lay in the prairie grass, they saw a star falling 
towards them. They ran to the place where it fell and found Feather Woman who had vanished many 
months ago, along with her child. 

Feather Woman returned to live with her people, but she was never happy. One day, when Star Boy 
tried to wake her, he found that her spirit had gone. 

Ever since his passage from Star Country to Earth, Star Boy had been blemished by a strange scar 
on his face.  People called him Scar Face and made fun of him. 

When Scar Face was a young man, he fell in love with the daughter of the chief. Unlike other people, 
she talked to him kindly when they met and smiled and looked in his eyes. Scar Face wanted to 
marry her, but she said he would not marry him until he removed the strange scar from his face. Scar 
Face did not know what to do. How could he make the scar vanish? At last he consulted an old 
medicine woman. She told him his scar had been created by the Sun and there was only one way to 
remove it; he must return to Sky Country and convince his grandfather, the Sun, to remove the mark. 

“But how shall I reach him?” 

“The medicine woman gave him moccasins and a new shirt. “You will find him” she said. 

Scar Face traveled far into the mountains until one night the Milky Way to reach down where he was 
sitting and then stretch upward, like a bridge from the Earth to the sky.  Scar Face stepped into the air 
and followed the Milky Way up into the Sky Country, to the home of his grandparents, Sun and Moon. 
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At first Sun and Moon did not recognize Scar Face and wanted to kill him, for Earth-dwellers were not 
supposed to enter the Sky Country. But Moon being kind, prevented it and saved the boy’s life. Then 
Morning Star, the boy’s father, came from his teepee. He recognized his child at once. 

Scar Face lived with Sun and Moon and Morning Star. One afternoon when he and Morning Star 
were hunting together, several cranes appeared and began swooping down on them.  Scar Face then 
attacked the cranes with his spear and felled them one by one. 

When Sun heard of the brave deed Scar Face had done, he removed the scar from the young man’s 
face and made him Star Boy again. He also made his grandson a messenger to the Blackfeet people 
of the plains. Sun promised that, if the people would honor him by doing the Sun Dance, he would 
heal those that were sick among them. He taught Star Boy the secrets of the dance and the songs to 
be used in it, and he gave him raven feathers to wear, and a wonderful robe and a magical flute. 

 Then Star Boy returned to his people, the Blackfoot of the Plains, running the Milky Way. 
When he had taught them the Sun Dance, he married the girl he loved, and Sun allowed them to 
come and live with him and Moon and Morning Star in the Sky Country. Sometimes, even today, if 
you get up early, you can catch a glimpse of Morning Star and Star Boy side by side in the sky. 
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History Enrichment Activity  
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